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The WEC Scenarios study to 2050 aims to :

Vbetter understand possible energy futures;

Vevaluate the impact of the scenarios on the achievement of the 

WEC 3Aôs Millennium Goals of Accessibility, Availability and 

Acceptability; and

Venhance the quality and the effectiveness of policy formulation 

and implementation. 
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Extraordinary and Invaluable Participation in the 

global study

Á5 Regions

Á67 WEC Member Countries

Á398 individuals; all decision makers

WEC Energy Policy Scenarios Study to 2050
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üWEC studied Energy Policy Scenarios, within the framework of the 

two following axis:

. Government Engagement (Low ïHigh)

. Cooperation & Integration (Low - High)

ü Combining these in four dimensions (Scenarios) proved to be of real 

importance and interest, in terms of addressing the challenge of 

delivering a Sustainable Energy Future (i.e. addressing the three 

WEC Millennium Goals, 3As)

ü Subsequently, a number of energy sector metrics assisted in 

understanding the long-term energy landscape.

Energy Policy : Framework, Dimensions and Metrics
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The four Energy Policy Scenarios
X- Axis: Cooperation and Integration (Low - High)

Y- Axis: Government Engagement (Low - High)
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Scenario 1: Leopard 

(Low Government ïLow Cooperation)

ÁDomestic economic development is 

the primary driver, underpinned by 

domestic energy security.

ÁGovernment engagement is 

constrained and there are few levies 

or subsidies.

ÁInternational treaties, where they 

exist, are ineffective.



Promoting the sustainable supply and use of energy for the greatest benefit of all© World Energy Council 2008

Scenario 2: Elephant 

(High Government ïLow Cooperation)

ÁStrong, hierarchical leadership from 

governments.

ÁThe first priority is domestic energy 

security to support structured 

economic activity and growth.

ÁFocus on development, and 

protection, of indigenous resources.

ÁLimited use of international bilateral 

agreements.
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Scenario 3: Lion 

(High Government ïHigh Cooperation)

ÁNational policies provide protection 

of property and commercial rights 

promoting international alliances.

ÁGovernments and businesses 

actively share their experience and 

expertise.

ÁPublic Private Partnerships ensure a 

focus on delivery of policy intent.
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Scenario 4 : Giraffe 

(Low Government ïHigh Cooperation)

ÁPrimary focus is economic growth, 

freeing up global markets to 

promote international trade.

ÁHeavy reliance on market 

mechanisms with limited regulation.

ÁFew levies and subsidies and few 

restrictions on global movement of 

goods and services.


